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As you know, B. pseudomallei has been identified as a “material threat” by the
Department of Homeland Security and a potential bioterrorism agent by the cpet
Summarizing the threat posed by B. pseudomallei, a Department of Defense-funded review of
the bacteria states, “Detection is difficult, treatment of [the resulting] melioidosis is long, relapse
is frequent, and a vaccine is Jacking.™ Identifying and learning more about how the
transmission of these bacteria occurred from a biosafety level 3 facility to one not prepared to
handle such an agent in any way is imperative.

A recent USA Today review of the federal investigation into the cause of the incident has
also raised several other potential concerns about the scope of that investigation.® First,
according to the USA Today story, the soil sampling plan 1mplcmented by the EPA to study
contamination in the primate facility might have been inadequate.” By looking at peer-review
research conducted on the subject, the newspaper concluded that a proper soil sampling for B.
pseudomallei could require a much higher number of samples collected compared to what the
EPA and the state implemented. Second, the article raised suggestions that soil scientists at the
USDA may have a limited understanding of whether B. pseudomallei can survive in U.S. soil.®

As we seek to understand the implementation and progress of the federal review of this
incident, we respectfully request that you assist the Committee’s oversight by providing the
following information no later than April 8, 2015:

1. An explanation of the EPA’s scientific justification for the soil sampling plan used in the
federal investigation at the Tulane National Primate Research Center, particularly as it
pertains to the number of soil samples taken at the site, and whether the agency has
sought outside input or consultation about that plan (if so, please provide us with a list of
those partners).

2. A description of the procedure and specific equipment used by the EPA for air sampling
pursuant to this investigation.

3. A copy of the State of Louisiana’s letter to the EPA requesting assistance in testing soil
for B. pseudomallei.

4. A delincation of responsibilities among federal agencies for soil and air sampling in the
wake of this and other events involving potential bioterrorism agents or infectious
diseases.

The Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs is the chief
investigative committee of the United States Senate. Rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the
Senate authorizes the Committee to investigate “the efficiency, economy, and effectiveness of all
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Instructions for Responding to a Committee Request

6. The terms “referring” or “relating” in the request or the instructions, when used
separately or collectively, with respect to any given subject, mean anything that
constitutes, contains, embodies, reflects, identifies, states, refers to, deals with or is
pertinent to that subject in any manner whatsoever.

7. The term “employee” in the request or the instructions means agent, borrowed employee,
casual employee, consultant, contractor, de fact employee, independent contractor, joint
adventurer, loaned employee, part-time employee, permanent employee, provisional
employee or subcontractor.

8. The terms “you” and “your” in the request or the instructions refer to yourself; your firm,
corporation, partnership, association, department, or other legal or government entity,
including all subsidiaries, divisions, branches, or other units thereof; and all members,
officers, employees, agents, contractors, and all other individuals acting or purporting to
act on your behalf, including all present and former members, officers, employers,
agents, contractors, and all other individuals exercising or purporting to exercise
discretion, make policy, and/or decisions.

# # #
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